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Dear Pharmacist:
Bayer HealthCare Pharmaceuticals is pleased to announce that, effective November 3rd, 2008, Betaseron® (interferon beta-lb), (NDC 50419-523-35, 14 vials/box), will be available with the NEW thinnest (30-gauge) needle in MS. This is the thinnest needle available for any injectable disease-modifying therapy for people with MS. The new needle is as thin as the needle commonly used for insulin and pediatric injections. 

The new thinnest needle is being introduced with a new optional autoinjector called the BETAJECT® Lite. It replaces all previously used autoinjectors. If patients choose to use an autoinjector with the new thinnest needle in MS, they must use the new BETAJECT Lite. To request a BETAJECT Lite for your Betaseron patients, contact BETAPLUS™ at 1-800-788-1467.
A Proactive Approach
Bayer HealthCare Pharmaceuticals is requesting your help in managing the existing inventory of the current 27-gauge presentation NDC 50419-523-25 as we transition to the new 30-gauge presentation. Because of the nature of Betaseron therapy, we understand that most pharmacies do not stock the product, but rather rely on your wholesaler to provide you with product through the wholesaler’s next day delivery capabilities. We ask you to continue to do so.
If you are currently stocking the product, we request that you manage your existing inventory of 27 gauge, NDC 50419-523-25, down to zero by October 18th, 2008 and that, after this date, you rely on your wholesaler for as-needed next day delivery for the 27 gauge.Your wholesaler is working with us to help ensure a smooth transition from the 27-gauge presentation NDC 50419-523-25 to the new 30-gauge presentation NDC 50419-523-35 by November 3, 2008.
We also request your help when dispensing Betaseron if you find yourself with inventory of both the 27-gauge product and 30-gauge product after November 3rd, 2008. When a new start-up patient presents a prescription, please dispense the 30-gauge presentation. The 27 gauge should be used for existing patient refills until that inventory is exhausted.
Non-Returnable
Your wholesaler and Capitol Returns are not authorized to accept returns for salable Betaseron 27-gauge presentation NDC 50419-523-25. 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation and support
Bayer Healthcare Pharmaceuticals
About BETASERON 

BETASERON (interferon beta-1b) is indicated for the treatment of relapsing forms of multiple sclerosis to reduce the frequency of clinical exacerbations. Patients with multiple sclerosis in whom efficacy has been demonstrated include patients who have experienced a first clinical episode and have MRI features consistent with multiple sclerosis.  

The most commonly reported adverse reactions are lymphopenia, injection-site reaction, asthenia, flu-like symptom complex, headache and pain.  Gradual dose titration and use of analgesics during treatment initiation may help reduce flu-like symptoms. BETASERON should be used with caution in patients with depression. Injection-site necrosis has been reported in 4% of patients in controlled trials. Patients should be advised of the importance of rotating injection sites. Female patients should be warned about the potential risk to pregnancy. Cases of anaphylaxis have been reported rarely.  

See “Warnings,” “Precautions,” and “Adverse Reactions” sections of full Prescribing Information. More information, including the full Prescribing Information, is available at www.betaseron.com.
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